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MID-WINTER BIRD COUNT
1979-1980
This season 22 bird counts were again reported; however, four areas
were not reported from (Pennyrile State Park, Lexington, Nipholas Coun
ty, and Willard), and the four counts that replaced them were made at
Hopkinsville, Yelvington, Pine Mountain Settlement School, and Cumber
land Gap National Park. A total of 117 species was reported, compared
to 116 species last year. The relatively warm autumn and winter weather
resulted in fewer numbers of the more northern species and the presence
of some birds not normally seen on Kentucky mid-winter counts. Among
the unusual species reported were the Whistling Swan, Goshawk, Semi-
palmated Sandpiper, Palm Warbler, and Northern Oriole. The Carolina
Wren and Eastern Bluebird appear to be slowly increasing in number
following two disastrous winters. The largest amount of rainfall ever
recorded in one year in Kentucky resulted in good habitat for aquatic
species.
LAND BETWEEN THE LAKES (all points within a 15-mile diameter
circle, center Trace and Mulberry Flat Roads; habitat lake and stream
shores 35%, deciduous and pine woods 30%, overgrown and cultivated
fields 30%, misc. built-up areas 5%). — Dec. 15; 6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Mostly clear; temp. 42-47°; wind S shifting W, 4-10 m.p.h. Eleven ob
servers in 4 parties. Total party-hours 32 (15 on foot, 17 by car). Total
party miles 189 (11 on foot, 178 by car). Total species 67; 302,147 indi
viduals.
The Starling roost at Kentucky Dam continues to decline. All water
fowl are down in the area. The decline in Dark-eyed Juncos continues.
Roger and Jan Eberhardt, Peggy-Faulk, Bob Head, Theresa Lynch, Clell
Peterson (compiler), Cheryl Phelps, Lawrence and Lou Ann Philpot, Ed
Ray, Betty Stokes.
MARION (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Forest
Grove; habitat 30% hardwoods, 30% river bottoms, 40% meadows and
hedgerows). — Dec. 30; 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sky overcast; temp. 38-44°; wind N, 0-5 m.p.h. Three observers in one
party. Total party-hours 6 (3 on foot, 3 by car). Total party miles 60 (5 on
foot, 55 by ear). Total species 47; 2,449 individuals. — Mr. and Mrs. C. L.
Frazer, Jim Frazer (compiler).
HENDERSON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
junction of Airline Road and Duncan Lane; habitat as described in 1977).
— Dec. 28; 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mostly cloudy; temp. 35-46°; wind 3-8
m.p.h. Eleven observers in 4 parties. Total party-hours 82 (24 on foot,
58 by car). Total party miles 223 (33 on foot, 190 by car). Total species
62; 41,326 individuals. — Nancey Brown, Ben Burnley, James Cautley,
Ron Dodson (compiler), Jerimey Dryer, Ted Grannan, Jim Lodato, Mike
Morton, Gale Nation, Nancey Richardson, James Upson.
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SORGHO (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center L. E.
Wilson farm; habitat woods, streams, pasture, open farm land). — Dec.
27; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Cloudy; temp. 40-36®; wind calm to 10 m.p.h.
Five observers in two parties. Total party hours 13 (12^ on foot, % by
car). Total party miles 53 (13 on foot, 40 by car). Total species 37; 502,714
individuals.
Meadowlarks and Hawks seem to have increased locally over last year.
Wrens, Creepers, an^ Bluebirds are in very low numbers. — Joe Ford (com
piler), Ramon lies, A. L. Powell, Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Wilson.
YELVINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Maceo; habitat river bottoms, cultivated and uncultivated fields, open water
(river and Carpenter's Lake), Game and fish" farm, deciduous woods, road
side ditches). — Dec. 29; 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Overcast; temp. 33-38®;
wind 0-2 m.p.h. Seven observers in four parties. Total party-hours 15 (12
on foot, 3 by car). Total party miles 25 (6 on foot, 19 by car). Total species
36; 826 individuals.
We were struck by the absence of the Yellow-rumped Warbler and
the small number of Field Sparrows; indeed, all of the sparrows were off
in numbers. The Carolina Wren was absent except for one reported at a
feeder. We covered a lot of fields where Meadowlarks had been reported
in previous years, but none were seen on the count day this year. Perhaps
the past three winters have done great damage to resident flocks. — Don
^Bplig, Ray lies, William T. Perkins, A. L. Powell (compiler), Mildred
Powell, Maudie Ray, Roseann Radzelovage.
MADISONVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Madisonville as described in 1972; elevation 450-500 feet; habitat deciduous
woodlands and thickets 50%, lake shore 30%, open fields 20%.) — Dec.
16; 6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Clear to partly cloudy; temp. 40-20°; wind NW,
12-20 m.p.h. Four observers in 2 parties. Total party-hours 20 (18 on foot,
2 by car). Total party miles 70 (8 on foot, 62 by car). Total species 46;
6,199 individuals.
The lakes Were open and there were still several waterfowl. On Dec.
31 45 Common Snipe were seen. — James W. Hancock (compiler), Allen
Morgan, Mary Travis, and Nathanael M. Travis.
HOPKINSVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
at the intersection of Ky. Highway 69 and Pennyrile Parkway; habitat
fence rows and roadside 20%, cropland 20%, pond and lake 15%, grass
land and pasture 15%, town and barnyard 15%, deciduous forest 15%). —
Dec. 31; 6:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Cloudy, temp. 35-39®; wind 0-2 m.p.h., in
termittent light rain all day. Seven observers in 4 parties. Total party-
hours 22 (8^^ on foot, 13% by car). Total party miles 212 (9 on foot, 203
•by-car). Total species 45; 8,704 individuals. — David Chiles, Freddie Hig-
gins, Kathy Higgins, Philip Hyatt (compiler), Simon Hyatt, Maggie Sel-
vidge, Roger Selvidge.
BOWLING GREEN (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Three Springs, 6 mi. s. of Bowling Green; habitat deciduous forest 10%,
fields 70%, river bottom 10%, town 10%). —'Dec. 15; 6:00 a.m. to 4:30
1980 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER
p.m. Clear to partly cloudy; temp. 24-53°; wind 0-10 m.p.h. Six observers
in 3 parties. Total party-hours 18V^ (12% on foot, 6 by car). Total party
miles 113 (10 on foot, 103 by car). Total species 57; 141,254 individuals.
Three winter roosts are located within the city limits of Bowling Green
with an estimated 3,000,000 birds. Some water has remained in the transient
lakes throughout the fall. The number of grosbeaks, finches, and sparrows
has been low, perhaps a result of the mild winter weather. — Blaine Fer-
rell, George Johnson, Wayne Mason, H. E. Shadowen (compiler), Allen
Stickley, Alan Trowbridge.
"i
MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK (all points within a 15-mile
diameter circle, center Park headquarters; habitat mostly second growth
hardwood). — Dec. 16; 6:20 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Partly cloudy to cloudy;
temp.'35-50'; wind NW, 0-25 m.p.h. Fifteen observers in 6 parties. Total
party-hours 40% (36% on foot, 4 by car). Total party miles 129 (30% on
foot, QSVz by ear). Total species 43; 1,419 individuals.
We were surprised to see no Red-headed Woodpeckers and no Carolina
Wrens. — Kathy Deltito, Blaine Ferrell, Mrs. James Gillenwater, Larry
Holmes, Connie Hudson, George. Johnson, Mike Jones, Kathy Joy, Wayne
Mason, A. L. Powell, George Ray, Marvin Ray, H. E. Shadowen (compiler),
Pat Shuster, Russell Starr.
GLASGOW (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Barren
County courthouse; habitat as previously described). — Dec. 30; 5:15 a.m.
to 4:15 p.m. Sky overcast, slight drizzle early in morning; temp. 35-45°;
wind W, 0-5 m.p.h. Nine observers in 4 parties. Total party-hours 38 (21
on foot, 17 by car). Total party miles 196 (26% on foot, 169% by car).
Total species 66; 3,996 individuals.
An earlier start than usual produced more owls than on previous
counts. The sparrow numbers were down considerably from last year. Pied-
billed Grebes were more abundant than usual, but duck populations were
down. The 4 Common Loons were noteworthy. — Blaine Ferrell, Mrs.
James Gillenwater, Larry Holmes, George Johnson, Kathy Joy, Mike
Jones, Wayne Mason (compiler), Dr. and Mrs. Russell Starr.
OTTER CREEK PARK (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center 2 miles southwest of park entrance; area and habitat as described
1972). — Dec. 22; 7:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky cloudy all day with inter
mittent rain; ground wet from rain previous night; temp 45-48'; wind
W, 10-12 m.p.h. Eight observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours 29 (14 on
foot, 15 by car). Total party miles 128 (13% on foot, 114% by car). Total
species 64; 16,084 individuals.
Despite the cloudy day and intermittent rain the census was quite good.
The 64 species tied the third highest count taken in 1972. Otter Creek
and the Ohio River were quite high with swift current and this may have
sent the ducks elsewhere. Hawks were low in numbers, Killdeer difficult
to find, but owls were fairly well represented. Blue Jays were numerous,
but decreases were noted for the Carolina Chickadee and the Tufted Tit
mouse. Carolina Wrens were about the same as last year. Robins were un
usually common in most areas. It was encouraging to note that Eastern
Bluebirds were up slightly from the 1978 count. Apparently a Starling
roost is near the Fort Knox area; streams of birds were counted as they
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passed overhead near the park entrance. — Alan Barron, Richard Cassell,
Wilbur Jackson, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Susie Pasikowski, Helga
Schutte, Anne L. Stamm (compiler), Frederick W. Stamm.
BERNHEIM FOREST (all points within -a 15-miIe diameter circle,
center Forest lookout tower 2.75 miles SE of Forest entrance; habitat as
described previously). — Dec. 23; 6:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky overcast with
intermittent rain all day and fog in the afternoon; temp. 52-58°; wind S,
0-14 m.p.h. Eleven observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours (21^ on
foot, 20 by car). Total party miles 251 (18 on foot, 233 by car). Total
species 64; 7,700 individuals.
Interesting finds included the House Wren, which was seen well as it
came out of heavy brush, and the Pine Warblers which may be regularly
wintering there in Virginia Pines. The large number of Cedar Waxwings
was attributed to the excellent crop of fruits on ornamental shrubs. —
Alan Barron, Mary Bauer, Jane and Pat Bell, Joe Caruso, Brainard Palmer-
Ball, Jr. (compiler), Jim Pasikowski, Martha Pike, Lene Rauth, L. D.
Smith, Cletus Weller.
LOUISVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
jet. Hwys. 42 and 22, as described in 1972; habitat as described in 1972). —
Dec. 16; 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky partly cloudy a.m., overcast p.m.;
temp. 34-49°; wind E in a.m., NW in p.m., 5-18 m.p.h. Thirty-two observers
in 10 parties. Total party-hours 102 (52 on foot, 50 by car). Total party
miles 516 (51 on foot, 465 by car). Total species 81; 20,431 individuals.
• The count this year was characterized by a scarcity of northern finches
and a low diversity of waterfowl. The former was no doubt a result of the
mild weather, the latter produced by the high level of the Ohio River,
forcing waterfowl to ponds and lakes. In the way of rarities, four Lincoln's
Sparrows were, discovered by Parker in a brushy area where the species
has occurred ih fall migration. — Alan Barron, Mary Bauer, Jane and
Pat Bell, Donald Blackburn, Altha Cain, Katherine Colbum, Muriel Doo-
little, Violet and Wilbur Jackson, Frank H., Frank X., John and Mary
Krull, Burt Monroe, Jr. (compiler), Dottie Muntan, Brainard Palmer-Ball,
Jr., Donald Parker, James Pasikowski, Martha Pike, Bob Quaife, Lene
Rauth, Judy Robertson, Virginia Rommel, Carl Schultz, Mabel Slack, L. D.
Smith, Anne and Frederick Stamm, A. G. and Midge Susie (Beckham
Bird' Club).
SHELBYVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
three-fourths mile south of U.S. 60 and Guist Creek Lake on Ky. highway
714. Elevation 640 to 1190 feet. Habitat farmland, fallowland, suburban,
woodland, and grassland). — Dee. 23; 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Overcast
with rain the entire day; temp. 40-55°; wind S-SE, 15 m.p.h. Two ob
servers in one party. Total party-hours 10 (1% on foot, 8% by car). Total
party miles 114 (1 on foot, 113 by car). Total species 40; 1,783 individuals.
The rain which lasted all day caused the birds and the observers to
stay under cover. The Snowy Owl was observed on Dec. 15 sitting on
power poles. — W. H. Brown (compiler), Todd Brown.
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DANVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Boyle
County Court House. Habitat farmland 55%, woodland 23%, streamside
20%, residential 1%, and parks 1%). — Dec. 15; 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Clear; temp. 40-51°; wind 0-10 m.p.h. Thirty observers in 8 parties. Total
party-hours 59% (28V^ on foot, 31 by car). Total party miles 278y2
(58% on foot, 220 by car). Total species 61; 11,251 individuals.
The number of birds was down this year, but the species count was
average. — Chauncey Alcock, Ernest Baird, Mr. and Mrs. Doug Brondema,
Harry Caldwell, Molly Caldwell (compiler), Mrs. Margaret Caldwell, Bob
Corcoran, Ken Dickey, Mr. and Mrs. Neil Eklund, Frank Heck, Edna Heck,
Mr. John Gower, Dorothy Bell Hill, West Hill, Bill Kemper, Dr. and Mrs.
Fred Loetcher, Mike Marsh, Linda Marsh, Cynthia Murphy, J. B. Nichols,
Roger Rakestraw, Les Reid, Wilbur Robinson, John Stamper, Steve
Stamper.
FRANKFORT (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at
junction of U.S. 127 and Ky. 1900; area and habitat coverage as described
in 1972). — Dec. 15; 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Partly cloudy, clearing in
afternoon, all water open; temp. 24-49"; wind SW 6-14 m.p.h. Twenty-six
observers in 13 parties. Total party-hours 69% (39% on foot, 30 by car).
Total party miles 259% (50% on foot, 209 by car). Total species 66;
5,228 individuals.
Vulture, Red-tailed Hawk, Kestrel, and Blue Jay numbers were def
initely up on this count. Eastern Bluebirds and Mockingbirds show moderate
recoveries from recent lows while Bobwhites and Carolina Wrens con
tinue to be scarce. Golden-crowned Kinglets and White-crowned Sparrows
seem down. Our best finds were the Bewick's Wrens seen in roadside fence-
rows several miles apart. — E. G. Amburgey, W. E. Blackburn, Christy,
Honey, John and W. H. Brown, W. P. Caine, Jr., Rose Canon, Dennis
Coskren, Peggy Derryberry, Steve Edwards, Bill and Charles Grayson,
Pat and Scott Hankla, Howard Jones (compiler), Rae McEntyre, Ray
McEntyre, Robert Morris, Richard Moseson, Lewis and Mary Pfouts, S. P.
Rice, Glen Wells, Jim Williams, Tim Williams.
KLEBER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (all points within a
15-mile diameter circle, center at junction of U.S. 227 and State Highway
845 in Owen County; area and habitat as described in 1972). — Dec. 29;
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky overcast with fog until noon; all water open
and at normal levels; temp. 25-38®; wind NE, 4-10 m.p.h. Six observers
in 3 parties. Total party-hours 24 (16% on foot, 7% by car). Total party
miles 125 (20 on foot, 105 by^car). Total species 37; 2,855 individuals.
A good wild food crop of cedar cones, grapes and poison ivy berries
resulted in predictably substantial numbers of American Robins, Cedar
Waxwings, Yellow-rumped Warblers and Purple Finches. Carolina Wrens
and Mockingbirds have not recovered in the area. Bobwhites are also very
scarce according to refuge personnel. Blue Jay numbers seem up. — Peggy
Derryberry, Scott Hankla, Howard Jones (compiler), Rae McEntyre, Ray
McEntyre, Tim Williams.
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BURLINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
near Huey's Corner as described in 1975; habitat 55% woodland, 20% open
field, 5% residential, 20% streams and river). — Dec. 29; 7:00 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Cloudy; heavy fog present until 11:00 a.m.; temp. 24-37®; wind
0-4 m.p.h. Six observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours 27 (16 on foot,
11 by car). Total party miles 131 (7 on foot, 124 by car). Total species
37; 811 individuals.
Waterfowl and blackbird species continue to be scarce on this count.
Also in low numbers this year were woodpeckers of all species, American
Robins, and Common Crows. Heavy morning fog may have contributed to
some low numbers. The Great Blue Heron, Common Snipe, and Loggerhead
Shrike appeared for' the first time on this area count. — Gerri Kennedy,
Laura Kob, Linda Kob, Ed Larson, Lee McNeely (compiler), Lynda
McNeely.
SOMERSET (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center public
square of downtown Somerset; habitat deciduous woodland 20%, coniferous
woodland 15%, lake and river shore 35%, open fields and edge 15%, farm
land l(j%, residential 5%). — Dec. 16; 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mostly
cloudy with cold front by midday and falling temperature; temp. 33-47°;
wind SE in a.m., NW in p.rii., 0-20 m.p.h. Two observers in one party.
Total party-hours 11 (2 on foot, 9 by car). Total party miles 119 (1 on
foot, 118 by car). Total species 50; 3,000,999 individuals.
Due to lack of observers only 50% of the circle could be covered. The
double-crested Cormorants were seen at the Waitsboro Recreation Area
near Burnside. The Northern Oriole was an adult male seen for several
seconds, with all field marks observed. The four. House Finches were
males feeding with a large flock of House Sparrows. All field marks were
noted. A major blackbird roost was estimated by the local newspaper to
be between two and three million birds. My personal count estimated the
roost to be at least three million birds. — Diane L. Elmore, Jackie B.
Elmore, Sr. (compiler).
JACKSON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Hilltop
Church in Breathitt County; habitat 50% woodland, 30% bottomland, 10%
residential, 10% river banks). — Dec. 15; 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky
mostly clear; temp. 20-55°; wind NW, 0-5 m.p.h. Sixteen observers in 11.
parties. Total party-hours 48 (33 on foot, 15 by car). Total species 44;
1,149 individuals. •
All parties reported that birding was exceptionally "slow". Even the
common species were hard to find and in few numbers. The general con
sensus was that the mild fall and' winter, so far, had not brought down
the normal numbers of winter birds. — Karen Abner, Pierre Allaire (com
piler), Bob Brown, Carroll Fackler, Fred Landrum, Jerry Learn, Doug
McLaren, Warren McMullen, Casey Morton, Jack and Peggy Payne, Dell
Sasser, Fred Shergy, R. F. Torok, Hargis Turner, Mark Van Winkle.
PINE MOUNTAIN SETTLEMENT SCHOOL (all points within a
15-mile diameter circle, center Putney Ranger Station on Ky. Highway
119 in Harlan County; habitat mostly mountainous forest; some agricul
tural land, old fields, and roadsides). — Jan. 6; 6:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sky clear; temp. 20-34°; wind W, 1-10 m.p.h.; one inch of snow on ground.
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Thirteen observers in 4 parties plus 6 at feeders. Total party-hours 39
(35.5 on foot, 3.5 by car). Total party miles 98 (19 on foot, 79 by car).
Total species 43; 1,270 individuals. — Susan Alexander, Katrine Bailey,
Stephen Batson, Julious Begley, Liz Bradshaw, Afton Garrison, Catherine
Hobson, Marjorie Marenberg, Lydia Mason, Raul Mateer, Scott Matthies,
Steven McKee (compiler), Dolores Nice, Francis Owens, Betsy Pierce,
Anne Sicilian, Mary Thibo, Jack Whitfield, Mrs. E. L. Woolsey.
CVMBERLAND GAP NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK (all points
within a 15-mile diameter circle, center as described in 1975; habitat
woodland 40%, old fields 30%, farmland 10%, residential 10%, streamside
5%, and reservoirs 5%). — Dec. 15; 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Clear to partly
cloudy; temp. 20-54"; wind variable, 0-5 m.p.h. Ten observers in 5 parties.
Total party-hours 30 (21 on foot, 9 by car). Total party miles 68 (15 on
foot, 53 by car). Total species 50; 704 individuals.
Increased participation and greater habitat coverage made this year's
count one of the most successful in the Cumberland Gap area. Eleven new
species were recorded for this count area, the most notable of which were
a Pied-billed Grebe, Eastern Phoebe, and Chipping Sparrow observed by
the Lawson, party. Sam Lawson also noted, while watching a flock of
Carolina Chickadees, that three birds were readily distinguishable because
of their larger size and lighter coloration in the wings. These marks are
characteristic of Black-capped Chickadees — a species considered rare
in Kentucky, but certainly one whose status is difficult to ascertain given
its, close resemblance to the common Carolina Chickadee. — E. J. Carr,
Richard Cassell, Laurie Coughlan, Phyllis Grouse, Barry Howard, (com
piler), Ann Jones, Sam and Esther Lawson, Edith Orick, Pat Young (Wil
derness Trail Chapter, Ky. Society of Natural History). — H. E..Shadow,en.
THE FALL MIGRATION ^^SEASON, 1979
Anne L. Stamm
It was not a normal fall season. The weather was warm, the migration
pattern -"varied' from poor to good at different locations, the migrants were
early in some places and late at others and many lingered beyond the
normal departure dates. Few "northern" finches were observed.
In most of the state September and November were wetter than normal.
In fact, September was the wettest since records were kept in the Louisville
area; precipitation for the month was 10.49 inches; normal is 2.99 inches.
Heavy rains ranging from 2 to 7.4 inches in less than 48 hours left
streams swollen across the state on September 13 and 14 and prompted
flash flood warnings for 20 counties. Although October began with mild
temperatures, the first killing frost occurred in mid-October, but temper
atures warmed within a few days. Only mild cold fronts were noted in
November and the first snow flurries arrived on the 28th and 29th.
Duck migration was poor in most of the state; the largest group
noted in central Kentucky was on November 9. The water level was high
and the ducks did not linger for many days. As usual, the hawk migration-
was quite evident in eastern Kentucky. Few Rough-legged Hawks were
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reported. Shorebird migration for the most part was poor, perhaps in large
measure due to the flooding of normal habitats.
The warbler migration got under way early and large numbers passed
through the state in mid and late August. Warbler migration usually
reaches its peak in central Kentucky the third week of September, but
this season little was noted at that time, with the exception of "heavy
migration" at Bedford on September 30. In western Kentucky good num
bers of warblers were seen September 18-20.
A few unusual species were reported: Oldsquaw, Black Scoter, Surf
Scoter, Sandhill Crane, Connecticut Warbler and LeConte's Sparrow.
Loons through Herons. — Last year the Common Loon migration was
rather spectacular in much of the state, but this season few were seen
anywhere: one at Danville, October 27 (FL); one at Fishing Creek Recrea
tional area, Somerset, November 1 and eight on the 11th (JEI); four at
Louisville, November 10 (JR, BBC); and five at Dale Hollow, November
18 (RS). The majority of Pied-billed Grebe are usually at Lake Pewee,
Madisonville, and this was true this season with 56 there on November 9
(JH). Only small numbers of Horned Grebe were reported throughout
Ken^cky. A single Double-crested Cormorant was sighted at the Falls
of the Ohio on November 9 (AB) through the 16th (LR). The Great Blue
Heron was reported throughout the period in Jefferson, Boone, and Trigg
Counties, with the greatest number — 67 — at Barkley Lake, Trigg Coun-
ty, September 8 (JEr). An adult Little Blue Heron was seen a number of
times at the Falls of the Ohio during August (ALS, LaS, m. ob.) and one
at Kentucky Lake, September 24, 25 (JEr). A flock of 58 Cattie Egrets
was reported in south Jefferson County on October 28 (DS) and consti
tutes the highest number ever recorded in Kentucky; strangely enough,
seven Cattle Egrets were recorded on the same date near Manitoo (MT
fide JH). A single Great Egret remained at the Falls of the Ohio area
throughout most of August (BBC); one was reported at Barkley Lake,
September 27 (JEr). The number of Black-crowned Night Heron at the
Falls of the Ohio was slightly below that of previous years, but this may
have been due to the high water level.
Waterfowl. — Twenty-six Canada Geese were recorded as early as
September 20 at Kentucky Lake, but 400 were there on October 10 (JEr).
A flock of 50 unidentified geese was seen in south-central Kentucky, No
vember 8 (WJ). Duck migration was poor; however, a fair flight appeared
on the Ohio River, Louisville, ahead of a cold front, November 9-13. Also,
some 750 to 1000 ducks, mostly Mallards and Blacks, were present on
November 24 and 25 at the Louisville Water Company's settling basins
(JK, FXK). Interesting records at the city reservoir at Jenkins, Letcher
County, included a male Wood Duck, November 25 and eight Redhead (4
male, 4 female), November 18 (RP). Although Canvasbacks were present
in small numbers, few were reported. Louisvillians had a good opportunity
to see six Oldsquaw on the Ohio River, above the Pennsylvania bridge,
November 16; they were first discovered by Lene Rauth. Five Surf Scoters
were on the Ohio River at Louisville, November 10 (BPB, JR, ALS, m. ob).
A female Black Scoter was first discovered at the Falls of the Ohio, No
vember 9 (LR) and another up the river, November 14 (BPB). Flocks of
Ruddy Ducks are usually small in Kentucky and therefore the counts of
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97 and 109 at Lake Pewee, November 16 and 27, respectively, were of
special interest (JH). Five female Red-breasted Mergansers at Jenkins
city reservoir were carefully studied on November 25 and established a
noteworthy record — perhaps the .first for the Cumberland Plateau (RP).
Diurnal Raptors. — Turkey Vultures were reported in small to fairly
good numbers all across the state. A flock of 80 Black Vultures, six miles
west of Hopkinsville, was apparently on migration on October 2 (PH);
twenty were sighted near Buckner, November 3 (BPB). Single Sharp-
shinned Hawks were recorded at only three locations, but observers may
have failed to mention them. Cooper's Hawks were reported from only a
few places: one at Danville, October 27 (FL); one at Louisville, October
28 (BPB); and two in Bell County, September 17 (ALS, FS). As usual.
Red-shouldered Hawks were scarce and few were reported: one at Bark-
ley Lake, September 8 (JEr); one at Okolona, October 14 (DP);, and
six at Louisville, possibly on migration, September 28 (BPB). Migrant
Broad-winged Hawks were first noted in Louisville on September 12 when
11 were seen (JEl); ninety-five were recorded at Cumberland Gap, Sep
tember 17 and 25 there on September 19 (ALS, FS); and 2000 to 3000,
six miles east of Pikeville, September 24 (GM); and a late straggler
was observed in the Louisville area, October 28 (BPB). A Rough-legged
Hawk at Hamlin in western Kentucky on October 6 was rather early
(JEr); good numbers were seen at Lexington in November (RM). Several
Bald Eagles had arrived by November: five at Frogue Peninsula in the
Dale Hollow area on November 18 (RS, FS); one immature at Barkley
Lake, November 17 (JEr); and one at Land Between the Lakes, November
6 (CP). A few Marsh Hawks were reported but the species continues to
be rather scarce. A total of 10 Ospreys was reported, and an early date
for the Louisville Region was established when a single bird was seen
at the Falls of the Ohio, August 18 (FS). Only one Merlin was reported:
one at West Hawesville, Hancock County, October 5 (DC).
Gruiformes through Shorebirds. — Bobwhites were unusually scarce;
they were "completely absent" on farms in Trimble County (JY), but
considered "about normal" in western Kentucky (JEr). Several flights of
Sandhill Cranes were reported from, an early date of August 29 at Okolona
(DP) to November 12, all in the Louisville area (FS, BPB, BBC). The
August 25 occurrence of a Virginia Rail in Trimble County (JY) and the
presence of one at Louisville on September 26 (BPB) were considered
noteworthy records. American Coots began arriving early: 500 were at
Lake Pewee, October 8 and 2100 there on November 1 (JH); "hundreds"
were at Dale Hollow Lake on November 18 (RS) and fair to modest
groups were at Louisville during early November (BBC); and 19 and
20 at Jenkins, November 18 and 25, respectively (RP). The species is
rare to uncommon at the latter location. Water levels were high during
the peak movement for shorebirds and limited habitat. However, S9me
interesting records were received: A Black-bellied Plover in spring plum
age at Louisville, August 18 (ALS, BBC); two Dunlin at Somerset, Oc
tober 24 and one there on November 5 and 7 (JEl); seven Short-billed
Dowitcher at Kentucky Lake, August 11 (JEr); a Western Sandpiper at
the Frankfort Fish Hatchery, August 19. (JEl); Buff-breasted Sandpipers
at Falls of the Ohio, September 5 (LR, BPB); Sanderlings at Kentucky
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Lake, August 17 and September 2 (JEr); an Avocet at the Falls of the
Ohio, August 11 (BPB), and a Wilson's Phalarope there on the same date
(BPB). The following species were not reported: Upland Sandpiper, Willet,
Red Knot, White-rumped Sandpiper and Northern Phalarope.
Gulls and Tems. — An immature Herring Gull at the Falls of the
Ohio, August 9, was unusually early (JEl); one also there on August 18,
possibly the same bird (ALS, BBC). -Five Ring-billed Gulls arrived at
Kentucky Lake by August 6 (JEr). Common, Caspian, and Black Terns
were all reported, but in very small numbers. Black Terns remained at
Kentucky Lake from July 27 to September 27, with 16 as the highest
number (JEr); last recorded at the Falls of the Ohio, August 26 (LaS).
Mourning Doves through Woodpeckers. — Mourning Doves were nu
merous throughout much of the state, particularly in Breckinridge, Meade,
Shelby, Oldham, Trimble, Henry, Trigg and Lyon Counties (JS). Black-
billed Cuckoos were reported from Louisville and Bedford during Septem
ber, with one as late as October 21 (BPB). Great Horned Owls were heard
calling from October 10 to November 18 in Boone County (LMc). Two
Short-eared Owls were observed on November 15 through the period at
Masterson Station Park, Lexington (RM). A "Whip-poor-will sighted 11
miles northeast of Hopkinsville on September 10 was considered late for
that area (PH). Common Nighthawks were migrating in fairly large
flocks from August 24 to 30, with the greatest number, 1000 plus, at
Okolona on August 26 (DP), and 400 plus at Louisville on August 24
(JEl); and a late straggler at Louisville, October 23 (DE). Chimney
Swifts left the Louisville area in early August: 2000 were noted at the
Falls of the Ohio on August 7 (JEl). However, many, possibly from far
ther north, were observed in numbers from 10 to 15 at Louisville as late
as October 10 (JK); Oldham County, October 15 (BL); and Louisville
and Richmond, October 21 (DC, JEl). Few Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were
reported.
Swallows through Wrens. — A few Tree Swallows were rather late
in departing: 15 at Louisville (Hayes Kennedy Park), October 10 (JK);
and a single bird at Somerset, October 22 (JEl). The large concentration
of some four to five thousand Purple Martins, on an island of Kentucky
Lake, August 11, was of special interest (JEr). A flock of Common Crows,
187 by actual count, ten miles northeast of Hopkinsville, at 6:50 to 7:50
a.m., October 1, was considered unusual since no more than 10 were seen
at the same place on other days (PH). The Red-breasted Nuthatch was
practically absent this season. Two early records were established for the
Winter Wren: one at Prospect, September 21 (JK); and two at Creason
Park, Louisville, September 28 (JEl). The rather rare Long-billed Marsh
Wren was found at two locations in the Louisville area: Creason Park on
September 22 (JEl) and the Louisville Water Company field on-September
28 (BPB) and October 21 (DC, RM, m. ob). Single Short-billed Marsh
Wrens were recorded at three Louisville locations from September 23 to
October 21 (JEl, LR, BPB). The Carolina Wren appeared to be making
a slow comeback in some sections, particularly at Hamlin (JEr) and
Glasgow (RS), but was absent at Bedford since 1977 (JY) and scarce
in northern Kentucky (LMc).
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Mimids through Thrushes. — Catbirds were not very common this
period arid a few were late in departing: last observed in Boone County,
October 10 (LMc); and one at Madisonville, November 6 (JH). Thrush
migration in the Louisville area was poor, with the exception of the Robin,
but in western Kentucky was considered 'heavy" on September 26 (JEr).
Unusually large flocks of Robins remained throughout November in the
Louisville area (ALS), and 10,000 were seen going to a roost in Somerset
in mid-November (JEl). The Eastern Bluebird suffered great losses due to
the recent hard winters and in some localities there were noticeable scar
cities: none were found at Bedford (JY); 'almost absent" at Glasgow
(RS); and "much reduced" at Hamlin (JEr). However, it was encouraging
that several sightings of small flocks were found in Boone (LMc), Oldham
(ALS), and Pulaski Counties (JEI).
Kinglets through Warblers. — No one mentioned the kinglets, but
both species were scarce. A few Water Pipits were observed in the Louis
ville area from late October to mid-November (BPB). Six Loggerhead
Shrike were reported: one at Danville (FL), two at Leitchfield (AB),
one at Rough River Reservoir (JK), one in Oldham County (JK), and in
Jefferson County (ALS, FS). The warbler migration started much earlier
than usual in the Louisville area with a number of early August dates,
while September flights were disappointing. Flights in Boone County also
seemed poor. However, at Bedford and in western Kentucky warbler mi
gration was considered good, especially in late September. The most signifi
cant early arrivals in Louisville were: Orange-crowned (no details) on
September 17 (JEl); Cape May Warbler on September 16 (JEl); Yellow-
rumped (Myrtle) Warbler on September 12 (DP); Chestnut-sided on
August 23 (BPB); Blackburnian on August 16 (JEl); Connecticut on
September 6 — eleven days early (JEl); and Wilson's Warbler on August
22 (BPB). The most significant departure dates were: Golden-winged
Warbler on October 1 (JEl); and Magnolia on October 27 (AB). It was
a'surprise to hear two warblers in song on August 1: Cerulean and Yellow-
throated at Madisonville (JH).
Icterids through Fringillids. — Meadowlarks were down in most areas
and particularly in Louisville. One-half million blackbirds were estimated
at a roost in Bowling Green consisting of Common Grackles, Starlings,
Brown-headed Cowbirds, and Red-winged Blackbirds (HS). An Indigo
Bunting at Louisville on October 28 was late in departing (JEl). A Blue
Grosbeak was seen at Madisonville on August 12 (JH), but an even later
date was one at Louisville on October 18 (BPB). The "Northern Finches"
were almost totally absent. Only two reports of the Evening Grosbeak
were received: one at Valley Station, November 6 (WE); and two at
Falls of Rough on November 24 (KC). Although Purple Finches arrived
as early as September 12 at the Falls of the Ohio (AB), the flight was not
impressive. House Finches have been showing up at various places in the
state during the past few years and some 40 were at a feeder in Richmond
since November 6 (AW); also 13 birds arrived at Lexington during the
last week of November (RM, DC, MW). The LeConte's Sparrow, a rare
transient, was found on the Louisville Water Company property, near
Hayes Kennedy Park, October 17 (BPB & others). Two Vesper Sparrows
were early arrivals: one in Oldham County, September 29 (ALS, BBC)
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and one in Davies County, October 7 (DC). An early migrant Dark-eyed
(slate-colored) Junco appeared at Okolona, September 11 (DP), but num
bers were low in the Louisville area. A few Chipping Sparrows were late
stragglers: one at Fishing Creek Recreational area, Somerset, November
14 (JEl); and one at Louisville, November 21 and 22 (BPB). White-
crowned Sparrows were definitely down in east Louisville, where dozens
were previously recorded (ALS). Two"^Fox Sparrows had arrived at Crea-
son Park on September 28 and established an early date for the Louisville
Region (DP).
The Kentucky Seasonal Reports can be more meaningful if more
members participate. Reports for the Winter Season (December through
February) should reach the writer by March 7.
Contributors, -r- (AB) Alan Barron; (KC) Kathryn Clay; (DC) Den
nis Coskren; (WE) Walter Ellison; (DE) Diane Elmore; (JEl) Jackie
Elmore; (JEr) Joe T. Erwin; (JH) James Hancock; (PH) Phillip Hyatt;
(WJ) Wilbur Jackson; (FXK) Prank X. Krull; (JK) John Krull; (BL)
Barbara Lensing; (FL) Frederick Loetscher; (GM) George Mayfield;
(LMc) Lee McNeely; (RM) Robert Morris; (BPB) Brainard Palmer-Ball,
Jr.; (DP) Donald Parker; (RP) Richard Peake; (CP) Clell Peterson;
(LR) Lene Rauth; (JR) Judy Robertson; (HS) Herbert Shadowen; (LaS)
Lawrence Smith; (ALS) Anne L. Stamm; (FS) Frederick W. Stamm;
(JS) Jim Strader; (FS) Faye Starr; (RS) Russell Starr; (DS) Donald
Summerfield; (MT) Mary Travis; (AW) A. L. Whitt, Jr.; (MW) Mike
Williams; (JY) John Young; (BBC) Beckham Bird Club; (M. ob.)
Many observers. — 9101 Spokane Way, Louisville 40222.
FIELD NOTES
NOTEWORTHY SPECIES (INCLtJDING FRANKLIN'S GULL)
IN BELL COUNTY
Bell County in southeastern Kentucky, has a rich mountain avifauna.
However,' recent changes occuring in the topography of the land as a
result of surface mining has fostered conditions for diversifying the bird
life. Specifically, the mountain-top removal mining method creates large
tracts of flat, rolling land generally reclaimed in grasses and legumes
(Allaire, 1978; Whitmore and Hall, 1978). Because of this change in
habitat, species not normally found in the mountains (certain raptors,
shorebirds, and grassland birds) are now beginning to be recorded wher
ever mountain-top removals exist. Much of the data pertaining to reclaimed
surface coal mines in eastern Kentucky come from Just one locality,
Breathitt County (Allaire, 1979). New information concerning reclaimed
surface coal mines in Bell County illustrates two points. One is that moun-
tain-top removals in Bell County have a fall migratory avifauna common
with that of Breathitt County mined areas. The other is the occurrence
of new species for the Bell County area, or what Mengel (1965) delineates
as the Cumberland Mountain Section of the Appalachian Plateau Province.
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Data were collected on 12 October from 1500 to 1830 h and on 13
October, 1979 from 0830 to 1130 h on reclaimed surface coal mines along
the Virginia-Tennessee border of Kentucky near Middlesboro, Kentucky.
This area was mined and reclaimed by Mountain Drive Coal Company,
Inc., following the mountain-top removal mining method. The area was
approximately 500 m in elevation. The plant species used in revegetation
were those grasses and legumes typical of reclamation practices today.
Three ponds, varying in size and shape, were interspersed among the
800 ha of flat land. Weather conditions were generally cloudy with a low
ceiling, and with cold winds out of the west and north. Occasional rain
on 13 October, mixed one time with freezing rain, made conditions quite
severe that morning. Although not comfortable weather for birding, it
did produce a classic environment whereby migrants were forced to settle
down in the area until conditions for migration improved. Literally, birds
were 'falling out of the sky" during the morning observations.
Table I is a list of birds recorded during the two days of observation
that were seen on, or flying across, the study area. Notably, a Franklin's
Gull was the rarest and most unusal species observed. According to Mengel
(1965) and Monroe (1969) this species has never been recorded for the
mountainous section in southeastern Kentucky. The gull was in winter
plumage. Identifying field characters were the grayish plumage on the dor
sal portion of the head, dark wings with white trailing edge, and black band'
at the base of the tail. The bird was observed for about ten minutes in
flight at close range (40-50 m).
Birds common to both Breathitt County's and Mountain Drive's re
claimed areas totalled 20 out of the 22 observed, save for the Franklin's
Gull and Black-bellied Plovers. Interestingly, the numbers of each species
were proportionately similar to that of Breathitt County records with one
exception, the American Kestrel. Kestrels were rather common those two
days. Their occurrence was associated with the power lines that traversed
the study area, providing a perching and feeding station environment and
resulting in kestrels utilizing, this grassland. I recently noted (Allaire,
1979) that the lack of perches on Breathitt County mines precluded the
occurrence of certain raptors such as the kestrel. This preliminary obser
vation suggests that this may be the case.
Although these data represent only a few species observed during
two days in the field they do indicate that as more mining and reclamation
take place in eastern Kentucky so will there be changes in the avifauna.
Alsop (1973) found this to he true in western Kentucky. Areas such as
Mountain Drive will certainly, in the future, attract species rare and un
usual for the typically mountainous terrain of eastern Kentucky. Further
field work is planned that should provide more insight into the utilization
of this type of manmade habitat by birds.
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TABLE I
Species Observed on Reclaimed Surface Coal Mines in Bell County,
Kentucky. Data Collected on 12 and 13 October, 1979 on Land Mined by
Mountain Drive Coal Company, Inc., Middlesboro, Kentucky.
October
Species 12 13
Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) 2 2
Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) 1 1
Blue-winged Teal (Anas discolor) 1 1
American Widgeon (Anas americana) 1
Accipiter sp 1
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) 1
Marsh Hawk (Circus cyaneus) 1 1
American Kestrel (Falco spaverius) 4 4
Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) 20 20
Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squaiarola) 4
Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) 6 8
Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringer flavipes) 1 1
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) 3
Franklin's Gull (Larus pipixcan) 1
Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) 1 36
Common (Y.-sh.) Flicker (Colaptes auratus) 2
Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) 15
Common Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) 3 8
Eastern Meadowlark (Stumella magna) 31 40
Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) 1
Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) 1 15
Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus) 1
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COOPER'S HAWK NEST IN BARREN COUNTY
On May 19, 1977 while birding in Barren County near Glasgow I dis
covered the nest of a Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii). Mangel (1965)
lists the Cooper's Hawk as a "resident, uncommon to fairly common, breed
ing throughout the state, . . The nest was located in a grove of white
pines (Pinus strobus) in a tree of the same species. The surrounding area
consisted of pasture and woodlots. Bent (1961) referring to Massachusetts,
reports that *all nests have been found in deciduous forest or woodland."
A total of eight trips was made to the nest site, from May 19 to July
2. The platform was approximately 24 feet above the ground; a lack of
lower branches in the nest tree did not permit close inspection of the nest
or its contents, hence exact dates of laying and incubation were unobtain
able.
When checked the first five times one adult was on the nest and left
at my approach. No young were seen on these trips. Two young birds in
juvenile plumage with some dov/n on the breast and top of the head were
seen on each of the next two trips. On the last trip the adults and two
young birds were seen in the area of the grove.
A change in the behavior of the adults was noted on successive visits
to the nest. During the initial visits the adults would fly away from the
area, calling softly. On succeeding visits the adults became more ag
gressive until the last visits when they would fly at me calling loudly. At
no time did the young seem alarmed by my presence.
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HOUSE FINCHES IN PULASKI COUNTY
On Sunday, December 16, 1979, at 9:30 a.m., I observed four male
House Finches (Carpodacus mexicanus) feeding with House Sparrows
(Passer domesticus) just off Rush Branch Road, southeast of Somerset.
The birds were easily identified by their rather pale brown plumage, heavy
streaked underparts and the bright red wash on the breast, forehead, eye
brow, and rump. They were sparrow-size, with a rather square tail for
a finch. The birds fed in a weedy fence row, often landing in the middle
of the road. They were very tame, allowing close observation. The finches
were also observed by Diane Elmore.
Recent sightings of the House Finch could suggest an influx of these
birds into Kentucky. Perhaps large flocks of House Sparrows should be
checked carefully for House Finches. The birds we observed fed and
associated freely among the sparrows and appeared to be part of the
flock.
JACKIE B. ELMORE, SR., 209 Brookhaven Dr., Somerset, Ky. 42501
EDITOR'S NOTE: Several reports have been received concerning the
House Finch, thus confirming that the species is continuing to increase
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in number and spread its range in Kentucky. A. L. Whitt, Jr. of Richmond
had reported a sighting on November 6, 1979 at a feeder. Two midwinter
bird counts (Somerset and Jackson) listed House Finches. Michael Flynn
of Lexington reported on January 15 that he had observed a male House
Finch at his feeder since December 24 and that they had been sighted
by others. In recent correspondence Pierre Allaire reported the sighting of
17 House Finches in Breathitt County during December.
WINTER RECORD OF THE AMERICAN REDSTART IN KENTUCKY
On Tuesday, January 1, 1980, while birding the Kendall Recreation
Area near the Wolf Creek Dam, Russell County, I observed a small, active
bird feeding in the company of Yellow-rumped Warblers (Dendroica cor-
onata) in the many pines and leafless trees of the area. The bird Was
grayish around the head, had an olive-brown back and slightly darker
wing and tail feathers with yellow patches at the base. These patches
were visible frequently as the bird constantly spread its wings and tail
at it flitted among the bare branches of the trees. The underparts were
mostly white but dusky toward the throat area with conspicuous patches
of orange on each side of the breast. The bird was very carefully identified
as a first year male American Redstart (Setophaga niticilla). It was
called in fairly close by the use of a tape recorder (Screech Owl). Diane
Elmore also observed the bird.
The occurrence of the American Redstart in winter is very unexpected
considering it winters from Mexico and the West Indies to northern South
America. This appears to be the first, winter record for Kentucky.
JACKIE B. ELMORE, SR., 209 Brookhaven Dr., Somerset, Ky. 42501
WINTER RECORD OF THE NORTHERN ORIOLE IN SOMERSET
On December 16, 1979 at 3:30 p.m., Diane Elmore and I observed a
brightly colored bird fly across Highway 39 in Somerset. The bird, about
the size of a Cowbird, was a brilliant orange, with a black head, wings
and tail. It had rich orange shoulder patches and some yellow-orange in
the tail feathers. It was quickly identified as an adult male Northern
Oriole (Icterus galbula). Unusual as it might be that a Northern Oriole
would be in Somerset on this date, the behavior of the bird was also quite
out of the ordinary. After it flew across the road, the bird perched on the
top of an electric oven in the rear •of a pick-up truck! It fluttered its
feathers and sat with its wings spread for several seconds. Then suddenly
it flew to a nearby tree, then off to the northwest as far as I could see
with my binoculars.
This appears to be the first winter record of the Northern Oriole in
Pulaski County.
JACKIE B. ELMORE, SR., 209 Brookhaven Dr., Somerset, Ky. 42501
A FLOCK OF CATTLE EGRETS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY
On October 28, 1979, I received a call from L. R. Beahl, an interested
farm owner, that two flocks of Cattle Egrets (Buhulcus ibis) numbering
from 50 to 60 egrets each had been feeding in his pasture on Johnsontown
Road in southern Jefferson County siiice early morning.
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When I arrived at the location about 2:30 p.m. on the same day, one
flock had gone hut the one that remained numbered 58 egrets. None ap
peared to be in breeding plumage. They were feeding in three groups, one
near a farm pond and the other two groups close by or on adjacent pasture
land. The exact date of departure is not known, but it is known that they
remained on location feeding for several days.
It is believed that this is the first record in Kentucky for more than
just a few individuals. No particular weather system was apparent to
help account for the movement of the flock to the area in which they were
observed. Three removed exposures were made with a telephoto lens to
document the presence of the birds. — DONALD SUMMERFIELD, 9910
Prairie Drive, Louisville, Ky. 40272.
VAST BROADWING HAWK MIGRATION
- On Monday, September 24, 1979, I was flying home from Dolly Sods,
West Virginia. I was about six miles east of Pikeville, Kentucky -flying
at 4,500 feet above sea level when my plane became surrounded by a
massive number of migrating hawks, mostly Broad-winged Hawks (Buteo
playtypterus). They were so numerous that no attempt could safely be
made to avoid them, but fortunately all of them avoided the plane. Later
I circle around two huge kettles of hawks rising out of sight into the
clouds at about 6,000 feet above sea level. Scattered groups were seen all
the way to Pikeville for about six miles. There must have-been two to
three thousand hawks in all. Terrain in the area is devoid of long ridges
and is very patchy hill country up to about 1,500 feet above sea level. I
was flying southwest toward Tennessee. Weather to the southeast was
overcast with low clouds and rain; to the northwest it was clear or with
scattered clouds. — GEORGE R. MAYFIELD, Maury County Hospital,
Columbia, Tennessee 38401.
ONE APPROACH TO WOODPECKER DAMAGE
During the fall of 1979 several large holes had been made by wood
peckers completely through the redwood siding of a house in Padueah,
Kentucky. I suggested the hanging of net bags of suet around the yard
where the woodpeckers would find them. The owners of the house have
since reported that the woodpeckers are on the suet constantly and have
not drilled on the house since the suet was made available. — MRS. L.
WOOLFENDEN, 250 Pecan Drive, Padueah, Kentucky 42001.
MOURNING DOVE FROZEN TO GROUND
In midmorning on January 6, 1980 on a private road leading to an
existing industry in the Shelby Business Park in Shelby County, Kentucky,
a Mourning Dove (Zenaidura macroura) was found frozen to the ice by
its feet. The bird was freed but had lost several toes in its desperate at
tempts to escape. — W. H. BROWN, 527% Main Street, Shelbsrville,
Kentucky 40065.
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NEWS AND VIEWS
We regret to announce the death of Mrs. S. Charles (Annie) Thacher
who died on September 10, 1979, at Westminister Terrace Nursing Home,
Louisville, Kentucky. She was a Life Member and active in the Kentucky
Ornithological Society and its local chapter, the Beckham Bird Club, until
her stroke confined her to her home and more recently to a nursing home.
Mrs. Thacher served as secretary-treasurer of the Society for a period of
five years. She will be greatly missed by all who knew her.
K.O.S. SPRING MEETING CHANGE
The meeting site for the spring meeting this year has-been changed
to Bowling Green. This change was necessary because we were unable to
reserve a sufficient number of rooms for K.O.S. members and guests at
Barren River Resort State Park. The dates of April 25, 26, and 27 remain
unchanged. Holiday Inn — Midtowh will serve as headquarters. Please
make reservations at the motel of; your choice. Camping will also be
available.
STATEWIDE SPRING BIRD COUNT
This spring •Brainard Palnier-Ball, Jr. is attempting to initiate a
statewide bird count on Saturday, May 10, similar to the one conducted
in Illinois. Instead of using Audubon Christmas Bird Count circles as
boundaries; county lines will be used. The topic will be further discussed
at the spring meeting. If you'are interested in participating please contact
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, Kentucky
40222.
INFORMATION REQUESTED ON BACK-TAGGED STARLINGS
As part of a banding program conducted by the U. S. Fish and Wild
life Service, Kentucky Research Station to obtain information on movements
and migration patterns of blackbirds and starlings in the Southeast, several
hundred starlings have been captured and marked with numbered white
and yellow back-tags at a trapsite near Bowling Green, Kentucky. These
tags are conspicuous and appear like an oval-shaped fin sticking up out
of the back of the bird. Each back-tag has a different letter-number code
such as Cl, B9, EG, etc.
The following information is requested but any portion of it would be
useful: tag color and number; location where bird was observed; date and
time of sighting; habitat observed such as pasture, woodlot, etc.; activity
of bird; size of flock bird was in; and observer's name, address and tele
phone number.
Please report sightings to: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Kentucky
Research Station, 334 15th Street, Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101, phone
(502) 842-0341.
